
 

February, 2021 Board Summary:  The regular monthly meeting of the Putnam County 

Educational Service Center Governing Board was held on February 8th at which time the 

following business was conducted. 

 Approved the board agenda and any addendum(s) to agenda as presented, approved 

minutes from previous meeting, and approved payment of bills as presented. 

 Mr. Siebeneck, Treasurer, presented the financial report.  Mr. Siebeneck reviewed 

appropriation modifications and any contracts. 

 Administrative Report – Dr. Jan Osborn  
1. On behalf of the Governor’s office over the past three weeks, our ESC, and the other fifty 

ESC’s in Ohio, are coordinating the Covid-19 vaccination program for educators. We are both 

excited and proud to announce that Saturday, February 13, approximately 668 Putnam County 

educators and staff members are scheduled to receive their first Covid-19 vaccination at our 

ESC facility. The second vaccination is scheduled on March 13 , at our ESC facility. I want to 

thank Ann Niese for her excellent help and support to coordinate these two important events. 

2. The Putnam County Science Fair was conducted virtually as reported at the January Board 

meeting. The Science Fair was a huge success with sixty-six students and thirty judges 

participating in the virtual event. Special judging of the projects will take place this week. We 

want to congratulate our students on their quality projects and thank their science teachers for 

their help and support. Twenty-nine of the students received superior ratings. Special thanks 

to Melissa Basinger for coordinating the event and her assistant, Katelyn Gerding, for her help 

and support. 

3. Also, as reported last month, there will not be an in-person Putnam County All Arts Festival. 

Melissa Basinger, ESC Elementary Curriculum Coordinator, is working with the local school art 

teachers to present a virtual Google-slide art display. The high school projects will be judged 

virtually for the Best of Show awards.  Mr. Gary Herman, ESC Secondary Curriculum 

Coordinator, is working with our local music and choral directors to invite students to audition 

and later be recognized for selection as a member of the 2021 Band and Choral component of 

the Arts Festival. These students will be honored for their initial selection at a later date.  

4. Gary Herman and Melissa Basinger were selected as grant readers for the ODE RemotEDx 

grants. Their training for their role as grant readers was on February 5. 

5. Mr. Herman and Mrs. Basinger reported that they recently contracted with Allen County Crime 

Victims Services to provide ESC future staff trainers in the Trauma-Informed Care program. 

The first training date is Mach 5th, with follow-up training on March 10, 24, and 31st. 

6. Mrs. Amy Buckland, EMIS Coordinator, is leaving our ESC to accept a position at Ottawa-

Glandorf High School. We want to thank Amy for her exemplary service, dedication, and 

commitment to our ESC. We will miss Amy, and we wish her well in her new position at 

Ottawa-Glandorf. 

7. We are excited to welcome Ms. Mary Ricker as part of our ESC Family and Community 

Engagement Coordinator team. Mary joins us after completing thirty-one years of service at 

Putnam County Jobs and Family. We are also contracting with Pathways Counseling Center 

for the services of Beth Tobe, current Family and Children’s First Coordinator to help one day 

a week with the program.  Our ESC was asked by the Western Buckeye ESC and the Ohio 

Department of Education to help with the possible implementation of a Family and Community 

Engagement Coordinator for the Western Buckeye member schools. On January 29, Dr. 

Osborn met with these superintendents at a meeting in Antwerp about possibly starting the 

program. 

8. Our preschool staff held our initial 2021-22 preschool registration last week. Over sixty 

students were enrolled in our Early Discovery Preschool programs last week. 

9. Our county schools are exploring and adopting remote learning days instead of using calamity 

days. We are working with our school-based ESC staff on what their roles will be on remote 

learning days. 

10. Dr. Osborn along with two additional migrant educational professionals were interviewed by 

members of the Ohio SNAP-Ed program. Information gained by the SNAP-Ed staff members 

will be included in their statewide Snap-Ed newsletter as well as a recording of the interviews 

will be posted on the internet. 



11. Project MORE staff just concluded their initial planning meeting to help a city school district 

in Michigan to expand their Project MORE program, which they started two years ago.  

12. Dr. Osborn was informed that several of his comments he provided in a recent interview 

would be used in an upcoming national magazine article in their Spring 2021 magazine 

discussing the positive ways to use school-based law enforcement. 

13. Updates on our Governor’s proposed 2022-23 state biennium budget appear that funding for 

local schools and Educational Service Centers will remain fixed at the current biennium budget 

amounts. 

14. Discussions for the Summer Migrant Program have begun.   

 Approved the addendum to the substitute teacher list for all local districts, as presented. 

 Approved a resolution in honor of the All County Science Fair. 

 Approved the following personnel actions: 

Resignation:  Accept the resignation of EMIS Coordinator/Special Ed. Administrative 

Assistant, Amy Buckland, effective February 10, 2021.  

Family & Community Liaison Grant – Approve part-time coordinator Mary Ricker, 

Wixey, retroactive to January 19, 2021. 

 Mrs. Sealts shared a Communication Disability Verification Form from ODE.  She 

requested we bring it to the attention of school administrators to share with families.  

 The OSBA spring conference will be held virtually on March 11.  

 

The next ESC Governing Board meeting will be on March 8, 2021, at 9:00 AM in the ESC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


